
HOW TO GET
YOUR HOME

READY TO SELL



E X T E R I O R

Thoroughly sweep al l  exterior  s iding of

house and eaves to clean cobwebs and

wasps nest.

If  possible,  have exterior  power washed.  

Secure trash cans in designated area.  

No vis ible trash bags or  open

containers.

Keep lawn mowed and edged.

Remove al l  i tems from front door

walkway.  

G A R A G E
Organize and clean as much as possible.

Sweep and clean- removing all  cobwebs and any

oil/grease from the floor.

If time and money permits, paint the garage floor.

Remember- there will  be several items coming

from inside the house and stored into the garage.



I N T E R I O R

H a v e  a l l  c a r p e t s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  s t e a m

c l e a n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s t a i r w e l l s .

L o o k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h o u s e  f o r  p l a c e s

t h a t  n e e d  p a i n t  t o u c h  u p s  a n d  s c u f f s

r e m o v e d .

R e m o v e  a l l  s m a l l  t h r o w  r u g s ,  l a r g e

a r e a  r u g s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  a r e

g e n e r a l l y  o k a y .  

L I G H T I N G

Upgrade the wattage in all  l ight f ixtures to the

highest,  safest level.  

Avoid low wattage fluorescent l ighting.  12-15

w fluorescent bulbs are not as bright and

vibrant as a regular 60w bulb.

Install  bright l ights to i l luminate main

hallways.



I N T E R I O R

A/C AND HEATING SYSTEMS

Clean al l  A/C vents and intake air  gr ids.

Replace f i lters.  

Note:  keep A/C set  no warmer than 75

degrees and no cooler  than 70 degrees.

W I N D O W S
T h o r o u g h l y  w a s h  i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r  o f  a l l

w i n d o w s  a n d  g l a s s  d o o r s .  

T a k e  s c r e e n s  o f f  b e f o r e  w a s h i n g  a n d  l e a v i n g

o f f  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

N o t e :  k e e p  a l l  b l i n d s / s h a d e s  p u l l e d  u p  a n d

d r a p e r i e s  r e m o v e d  t o  a l l o w  m a x i m u m  l i g h t i n g .

BLINDS AND DRAPES
Clean and wipe down al l  window

blinds.  I f  necessary,  remove bl inds

and hose them off .  

Drapes-  keep them pul led back.

Wash bl inds that  are dirty,  dusty,

or  discolored.  



I N T E R I O R

D U S T I N G
T h o r o u g h l y  d u s t  a l l  b l i n d s ,  w i n d o w  s i l l s ,  a n d

p l a n t  l e d g e s .

R e m o v e  a n y  c o b w e b s  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e .  

C l e a n  a l l  s c u f f s  o n  d o o r s  a n d  b a s e b o a r d s .

W i p e  d o w n  s t a i n e d  w o o d o w r k  i n c l u d i n g  d o o r s

a n d  c a b i n e t s  w i t h  a  w o o d - f e e d i n g  p r o d u c t  s u c h

a s  " O l d  E n g l i s h "  o r  " L i q u i d  G o l d " .  

D u s t  a n d  w i p e  d o w n  a l l  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  a n d

c e i l i n g  f a n s .

C E I L I N G S

Inspect rooms for dust and dirt  collecting

above ceil ing fans,  especially if  the ceil ing

has a "popcorn" texture.

Using a broom usually removes most of the

dust.



I N T E R I O R

F R O N T  D O O R  E N T R Y

 E N T R Y  H A L L W A Y

L I V I N G / F A M I L Y /
D I N I N G  R O O M S

C l e a n  f r o n t  d o o r  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t .

R e p l a c e  o l d  a n d  w o r n - o u t  l o c k s  a n d

h a n d l e s .  

R e - s t a i n  o r  p a i n t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  i f  i t

i s  w e a t h e r e d  o r  s u n - f a d e d .

V a c u u m  a n d  s w e e p  a l l  w a l k w a y s  i n

t h e  d e e p e s t  o f  c o r n e r s .

D u s t  a n d  w i p e  d o w n  a l l  b a s e b o a r d s .

R e m o v e  a n y t h i n g  p e r s o n a l .

R e m o v e  a n y  k i n d  o f  f u r n i t u r e  f o r

s t r e a m l i n e d  w a l k w a y s .  

R e m o v e  a l l  i t e m s  t h a t

e n c l o s e  t h e  r o o m s  a n d

m a k e  t h e m  f e e l  s m a l l e r .  



I N T E R I O R

KITCHEN
R e m o v e ,  p a c k ,  a n d  s t o r e  u n u s e d  i t e m s .

T h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n  a l l  a p p l i a n c e s .

C l e a n  c o u n t e r  s p a c e s ,  i s l a n d s ,  t a b l e s

a n d  c h a i r s .

REFRIGERATOR
Remove al l  magnets,  pictures,  notes,

etc.  from the front and sides.

Interior  should be clean,  organized

and smell ing fresh.  

PANTRY
P a c k / s t o r e  a l l  n o n - f o o d  i t e m s .

R e o r g a n i z e  a l l  r e m a i n i n g  f o o d  i t e m s .

R e m o v e  a l l  i t e m s  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r .

N e v e r  f i l l  a  s h e l f  t o  c a p a c i t y -  a l w a y s  l e a v e

s p a c e .

N o t e :  s t o w  a w a y  k i t c h e n  w a s t e b a s k e t  i n  p a n t r y .



I N T E R I O R

OFFICE SPACE

Remove/pack/store extra book

shelving,  books,  office supplies,  etc.

Keep desk tidy and organized.

F I R E P L A C E
R e m o v e  i t e m s  t h a t  a r e  n o t

d e c o r a t i v e  i n  n a t u r e .

C l e a n  a n d  r e m o v e  a l l  d e b r i s  f r o m

i n s i d e  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  

C l e a n  e x t e r i o r  o f  s o o t  a n d  d i r t .

LAUNDRY ROOM

R e o r g a n i z e  s h e l v e s  s o  t h e y  a r e

n e a t  a n d  t i d y .

V a c u u m  a n d  s w e e p .

R e m o v e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  o f f

o f  t h e  f l o o r .



I N T E R I O R

BEDROOMS
O r g a n i z e  a n y  c l u t t e r  t h r o u g h o u t

t h e  r o o m .

R e m o v e  a l l  i t e m s  o f f  o f  t h e

f l o o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d i r t y  l a u n d r y .  

S t o r e  a l l  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  a n d

p i c t u r e s .  

M a k e  s u r e  t h e  b e d  i s  m a d e  a t  A L L

t i m e s !  

B A T H R O O M S
T h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n  a l l  t u b s ,  s h o w e r ,  t o i l e t s ,

a n d  s i n k s .  

S t r e a m l i n e  c o u n t e r t o p s  l e a v i n g  o n l y  1 - 2

( d e c o r a t i v e )  i t e m s .  

R e m o v e  a l l  r u g s .  

D e c l u t t e r  s h o w e r / t u b  a r e a s .  

S t o w  w a s t e b a s k e t  a n d  c o m m o d e - c l e a n i n g

b r u s h  u n d e r  t h e  s i n k .  

O r g a n i z e  t h e  l i n e n  c l o s e t .  

C l e a n  a n y  f a u c e t s .  

R e p l a c e  l e a k y  f a u c e t s .



I N T E R I O R

CLOSETS
O r g a n i z e  c l o t h e s  a n d  s h o e s .  

S p a c e  i t e m s  o n  m a t c h i n g  h a n g e r s  i n  a  n e a t  f a s h i o n .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  k e e p  y o u r  d r e s s  c l o t h e s  a n d  y o u r

c a s u a l  c l o t h e s  s e r p e r a t e ;  t h i s  g i v e s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e

o f  a   c l e a n ,  o r g a n i z e d  c l o s e t  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  s p a c e .   

G e t  r i d  o f  a l l  i t e m s  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  y o u r  c l o s e t .

( S h o e s  a r e  a n  e x c e p t i o n )

L e a v e  a  s m a l l  e m p t y  s p a c e  o n  e a c h  s h e l f  t o  s h o w

p o t e n t i a l  s t o r a g e .  

P A I N T I N G  A N D  T O U C H U P S

R e - p a i n t  r o o m s  w i t h  f a v o r a b l e  n e u t r a l  c o l o r s  a n d

p a i n t  s c h e m e s .  

A b s o l u t e l y  n o  w a l l s  w i t h  b r i g h t  c o l o r s ! !

R e - p a i n t  o l d  t r i m  t h a t  i s  w o r n  o r  d i s c o l o r e d .  

T I P :  W h i t e  s h o w s  b e t t e r  o l d e r  6 0 ' s ,  7 0 ' s ,  a n d  8 0 ' s

h o m e s .  W e  a l w a y s  r e c o m m e n d  w h i t e  w h e n  p o s s i b l e !  



I N T E R I O R

COUNTER/ FURNITURE/
DRESSER TOPS

P E T S / O D O R S

Keep all  flat surfaces (counter tops, appliance tops and

furniture) cleared off as much as possible. Think minimal!

Kitchen counters should have very little on them to show that

there is plenty of available workspace. 

Keep appliances stored when not in use. 

In bedrooms and bathrooms, use baskets to hold makeup and

toiletries so that after use they can be stored under

counters/ in drawers. 

O n e  o f  t h e  h a r d e s t  t a s k s  t h a t  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  a g e n t

h a s  i s  t e l l i n g  t h e  h o m e o w n e r  t h a t  t h e i r  p e t  s m e l l s !

A l l  p e t s  s m e l l  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e  a n d  n o n - p e t  o w n e r s

c a n  s m e l l  a  p e t  i n  y o u r  h o m e  l i k e  i t  w a s  a  d e a d  f i s h .

I f  r e m o v i n g  y o u r  p e t s  i s  p o s s i b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f

y o u r  h o m e ,  p l e a s e  d o  s o .  O t h e r w i s e ,  k e e p  t h e m

c l e a n  a n d  p i c k e d  u p  a f t e r  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

U s e  c l e a n  a n d  f r e s h  s c e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  h o m e

w i t h  d i f f u s e r s ,  w a x  m e l t e r s ,  o r  a l t e r n a t e  f r a g r a n c e

r e l e a s e r s .  



S U M M A R Y

IMPORTANT TIP
W e  c a n n o t  s t r e s s  e n o u g h  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t o  d e p e r s o n a l i z e  y o u r  h o m e !  S t o r e  a l l  p e r s o n a l

p h o t o s ,  k n i c k  k n a c k s ,  a n d  m e m o r a b i l i a !  B u y e r s  w a n t  t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e i r  o w n  p i c t u r e s  o n  y o u r

w a l l s .  T h e y  w a n t  t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e i r  f u r n i t u r e  i n  y o u r  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  b e d r o o m ,  a n d  d i n i n g  r o o m .

T h e y  w a n t  t o  v i s u a l i z e  y o u r  k i t c h e n  w i t h  t h e i r  a p p l i a n c e s ,  n o t  y o u r s .  ( U n l e s s  y o u  a r e  M a r t h a

S t e w a r t ! )  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  y o u r  h o m e  i s  " F O R  S A L E " ,  a n d  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y ;  w h i c h

i s  w h a t  y o u  h a d  b e f o r e  y o u  d e c i d e d  t o  s e l l  i t .  

FINAL NOTE
T h e s e  a r e  a l l  h e l p f u l  t i p s  t o  h e l p  y o u  s e l l  y o u r  h o m e  i n  t o d a y ' s  c o m p e t i t i v e  m a r k e t .

H o m e  p r i c e s  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  n e g o t i a t i n g  d o l l a r  a r e  l a r g e l y  b a s e d  o n  h o w  w e l l  t h e

p r o p e r t y  s h o w s  a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  c o n d i t i o n  t h e  h o m e  w a s  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  s h o w i n g .  Y e s ,

m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s  p l a y  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r i c e  b u t  y o u r  h o m e s '  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  a p p e a r a n c e

a f f e c t  t h e  o v e r a l l  o f f e r i n g  p r i c e  f r o m  a  b u y e r  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  h o m e s .  T h e

o b j e c t  i s  t o  g e t  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f e r  f o r  y o u r  h o m e  i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e .  S t a y

i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  n o t  b e h i n d !  M a k e  t h e  s e l l i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  c o n d u c t i v e  f o r

s e l l i n g  y o u r  h o m e  a n d  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f e r !


